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Tracking deforestation as it happens
Everyone knows the philosophical puzzle about the tree falling down in a forest: if no one is around to hear it, does it make a sound? It doesn't - at least, not in the world of real forests and real deforestation. By the time the authorities arrive to investigate, the damage is done. 
A new global mapping service promises to change all that. Global Forest Watch (GFW) is the world's first monitoring tool providing 'near real time' data on changes in forest cover. The web-based service is free to access, global in scope and simple to use. "We're taking an enormous amount of complex information and making it available to everyone, everywhere,' explained Nigel Sizer; director of the programme.
For data-hungry forest lovers, it’s like all their Christmases at once. With the latest satellite data at the touch of a laptop button. Users of GFW can see exactly when and where deforestation is occurring. The pixel definition is so good that individual trees can be identified. 
The consequences for business are potentially huge as well. Recent years have seen the private sector slowly begin to acknowledge its role in fuelling deforestation. Back in 2010, for instance, the Consumer Goods Forum, which represents over 400 multinational retailers and manufacturers, promised to "mobilise resources" to achieve zero-deforestation by 2020. 
Nestlé's experience is illustrative. In line with its zero-deforestation goal, the Swiss food and beverage giant started gathering publicly available forest cover data two years ago. It found very little, so it put together 20 of its own country-based maps. Compared to the level of detail on the GFW portal, Nestlé admits that its maps - launched only a year ago - are very basic. The new tool represents a "major, major step forward", said Duncan Pollard, Nestlé's expert. 
Companies' own ignorance is the initiative's real Achilles heel, however. Large corporate buyers of ten have very little knowledge about where their raw materials come from, especially in the case of agricultural products. Without that information, it's difficult to know where on the map they should look. 
Traceability means a major problem according to an expert of IOI, a Netherlands based palm oil trading firm. Despite a year-long exercise to map its own supply chain, IOI still doesn't know where the quarter of its palm oil purchases come from. The new tool may just help such transparency along a bit. The service enables individuals on the ground to share their own information. So a local scientist might choose to post a detailed study of a forest's biodiversity, or an activist campaigner has the ability to upload evidence of illegal deforestation. 

0 - What is Global Forest Watch?      a new global mapping service
1) What makes Global Forest Watch innovative?
2) How much do the users have to pay for the service?
3) What enables users to get a detailed picture of a forest?
4) What have private companies started to admit lately?
5) What target was set by a group of big companies to be achieved in 10 years?
6) In comparison with GFW, what is Nestle's mapping system like?
7) What information do big companies often lack?
8) How much of IOI's palm oil supply comes from unknown sources?
9-10  Who are the potential users of the new system? (Write two.)
KEY:
1) it provides 'near real time' data on changes in the forest cover
2) it's free (to access)
3) good pixel definition
4) their role in fuelling deforestation
5) achieve zero-deforestation
6) very basic
7) where their raw materials come from
8) a quarter / 25%
9) - 10  local scientists and activist campaigners
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