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A narrative presents a connected series of events, either imaginary or based on your own experience, in a vivid descriptive style. It may be written in the first person (I/we) or third person (he/she), and often includes the thoughts, reactions, feelings of the main character(s), describing the action as it would be seen through their eyes. A good narrative should consist of: an introduction which sets the scene (place, time, character(s), creates an interesting mood/atmosphere to make the reader want to continue reading, and/or begins dramatically to capture the reader's attention; a main body which develops the series of events ci early, gives vivid description of the people/places involved, and a conclusion which completes the story, perhaps in an unexpected way, and may describe people's feelings/reactions, the consequences of what happened, etc. 
Points to Consider 
· Before you start writing, you must first think of a suitable story outline, then you should decide on a detailed plot, including how the story will begin, who the characters will be, where the story will happen, the events in the order you will present them, and how the story will end. 
· Writing techniques include the use of vivid description of people, places, objects or event especially to set the scene at the beginning of the story; description of feelings and actions, suggesting a certain mood/atmosphere; the use of direct speech and a variety of adjectives and adverbs. This will make your writing more interesting. 
· Narratives are normally set in the past, and therefore use a variety of past tenses. For example, Past Continuous is often used to set the scene (e.g. The wind was howling .. .); Past Simple is used for the main events (e.g. He entered the room, looked around, and ... ); Past Perfect is used to describe an event before the main event(s) (e.g. She had set out in the morning, full of hope, but now she felt .. .) . 
·   The sequence of events is important; therefore, you must use time words such as: before, after, then, in the beginning, later, in the end, until. white, during, finally. 
Introduction:
Paragraph 1 set the scene (who /what/when/where) The beginning of a narrative story should usually give the reader a clear picture of what is happening, and may include descriptions of: 
- setting: place, time (time of day/year, historical period), weather; 
- people: name, appearance, feelings, or thoughts of the character(s) involved. 
· Vivid description is important when beginning stories. To describe the setting, you may use details involving the senses to suggest a particular atmosphere (e.g. tapping waves, soft sand = peaceful scene). When describing people/actions, you may use vivid description of emotions, mannerisms or to suggest a particular mood (e.g. "stunned, she sat down shakily and buried her face in her hands”) 
· A dramatic beginning to a narrative helps to capture the reader's attention and makes them want to continue reading. Sudden or exciting action, description of strong emotions, the use of direct speech and a variety of adjectives, adverbs and verbs may also be used to make the beginning more dramatic. 
· You may create an atmosphere of mystery and/or suspense by describing a strange character, a dangerous situation,
Main body:
Paragraphs 2 - 3 - 4 develop the story (describe incidents /adding up to the main event and the event itself in detail; describe people/place/ emotions/actions) 
Conclusion:
       Final Paragraph end the story, complete the plot; describe feelings/reactions and explain the consequences. 

How to use Past Tenses and Time Adverbials? 
·  PAST HABITS are not described using Past Continuous. Instead, use Past Simple, "used to" or "would", with an appropriate adverb of frequency. e.g. When I was a child, my father often told/sometimes used to tell / would always tell me stories to get me to fall asleep. 
Adverbs of Frequency: always • usually • frequently/often -sometime occasionally • seldom/rarely • never 
• PAST CONTINUOUS is used to talk about an action in the past which was going on at the same time as another action - was interrupted by another action- happened at an exact time e.g. I was watching TV while he was trying to phone. / when there was a knock on the door. / at 3 o'clock yesterday.
Time Words/Phrases: (at the same time) as • meanwhile • when • white 
· PAST PERFECT is used to talk about an action which happened before another past action. 
e.g. By the time I arrived, my friends had already left. 
Time Words/Phrases: after • as soon as • before • by the time- no sooner • not until • once • only… when 
