“Developing country” is a term generally used to describe a nation with a low level of material well being. There is no single internationally-recognized definition of developed country, and the levels of development may vary widely within so-called developing countries, with some developing countries having high average standards of living.
Some international organizations like the World Bank use strictly numerical classifications. The World Bank considers all low- and middle- income countries as "developing". In its most recent classification, economies are divided using 2008 Gross National Income per capita. In 2008, countries with GNI per capita below US$11,905 were considered developing. Other institutions use less specific definitions.

Countries with more advanced economies than other developing nations, but which have not yet fully demonstrated the signs of a developed country, are grouped under the term newly industrialized countries (NIC) (Eg.: Brazil, China, India, Mexico and South Africa)

NICs often receive support from international organizations such as the WTO (World Trade Organization) and other internal support bodies. However, as environmental, labor and social standards tend to be significantly weaker in NICs, many fair trade supporters have advocated standards for importing their products and criticized the outsourcing of jobs to NICs.

Developing countries are in general countries which have not achieved a significant degree of industrialization relative to their populations, and which have, in most cases a medium to low standard of living. There is a strong correlation between low income and high population growth.

The contribution of medicines in the form of donations to developing countries is often viewed by communities in developed countries, such as Australia, as a useful way to provide much needed pharmaceutical supplies. Televised pictures of refugee camps or rural areas lacking the most basic health services often give rise to emotional appeals to ‘do something. Unfortunately, donation of expired drugs is a common practice. This practice is not acceptable. If the quality of a drug is not suitable for use in Australia, it is not suitable for donation to an overseas country. Apart from the issues of the quality of the expired or damaged drugs, logistical difficulties can also arise. These difficulties are associated with sorting, storage and distribution which may waste valuable human and financial resources. In addition, transport costs may be higher than the value of the drugs, and local purchase can be more cost effective.

Development aid or development cooperation (also development assistance, technical assistance, international aid, overseas aid or foreign aid) is aid given by governments and other agencies to support the economic, social and political development of developing countries. It is distinguished from humanitarian aid as being aimed at alleviating poverty in the long term, rather than alleviating suffering in the short term

It is doubtful whether remittances (money transfers) sent home by foreign workers, ought to be considered a form of development aid. However, they appear to constitute a large proportion of the flows of money between developed and developing countries, although the exact amounts are uncertain because remittances are poorly tracked.

The IMF has reported that private remittances may have a negative impact on economic growth, as they are often used for private consumption of individuals and families, not for economic development of the region or country.
