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by Megan Smith as told to Cylin Busby Teenmag.com

Our house (1) ………………..(be) about 270 years old and is in a small town in Connecticut. It (2) …………… (be) once a schoolhouse. We also know that it used to be one level, but an upstairs was (3) …………… (build) later. My parents (4) ………….. (not know) the house was inhibited by ghosts when they bought it, but strange things (5) ……………. (start) happening. 
Once, my aunt came to stay with us when she was (6) ……………… (have) problems with her husband. She was sleeping, but (7) …………… (wake) up when she heard the song "Someday, My Prince Will Come" playing in her room. Before that, she was afraid of our house. Now she (8) ……….. (say) she knows the ghosts are good, and they wanted her to be happy. 
Ghost girl? No one at school has ever teased me about (9) …………….. (live) in a haunted house, but my friends are afraid to come over. Whenever I can (10) ………… (talk) them into hanging out, they sometimes get brave and want to go down into the basement. Even though I've never (11) ……………. (see) or heard anything down there, I guess basements are a place most people consider scary. If we go downstairs, they always say, "Oh, I heard something!" But usually they don't. 
Who live here? People always ask me about the history of the house. Other than what we know about the school, and the man who sold it to us, the rest (12) …………….. (be) a mystery.
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Our house (1) is about 270 years old and is in a small town in Connecticut. It (2) was once a schoolhouse. We also know that it used to be one level, but an upstairs was (3) built later. My parents (4) didn’t know the house was inhibited by ghosts when they bought it, but strange things (5) started happening. 
Once, my aunt came to stay with us when she was (6) having problems with her husband. She was sleeping, but (7) woke up when she heard the song "Someday, My Prince Will Come" playing in her room. Before that, she was afraid of our house. Now she (8) says she knows the ghosts are good, and they wanted her to be happy. 
Ghost girl? No one at school has ever teased me about (9) living in a haunted house, but my friends are afraid to come over. Whenever I can (10) talk them into hanging out, they sometimes get brave and want to go down into the basement. Even though I've never (11) seen or heard anything down there, I guess basements are a place most people consider scary. If we go downstairs, they always say, "Oh, I heard something!" But usually they don't. 
Who live here? People always ask me about the history of the house. Other than what we know about the school, and the man who sold it to us, the rest (12) is a mystery.
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Cousins To Collect £265,000 For Roman Coin Hoard

	Yesterday a farmer’s son found a hoard of Roman coins two minutes after (1) ……….. (is) shown how to work a metal detector. He was astonished to (2) ……………. (discover) that it was worth more than a quarter of a million pounds.
	It is the largest find of Roman coins in Britain, (3) ………………. (date) from 32 BC, the time of emperor Mark Anthony, and AD 224, the reign of Emperor Severus Alexander. The first of some 9,213 silver denarii (Roman coins) (4) ………………. (glisten) in the soil as Kevin Elliot, 33, began scanning his father’s milk-producing farm at Shapwick, Somerset. A signal went off just after he (5) …………….. (be) persuaded to have a go with a spare detector by his cousin, Martin.
	As the Elliots’ pockets began to overflow with coins they went (6) ………….. (look) for buckets, eventually weighing the hoard on the bathroom scales. It was (7) ……………… (declare) treasure trove in Somerset last year and the finders can keep them. They will share the proceeds, estimated to be £265,000.
	Mr Elliot said he had no idea what he would do with his share, but members of his family (8) ………….. (benefit). He added: ’It was completely down to luck to be honest. I’ve been across that land hundreds of times without ever (9) …………….. (know) what was there. We couldn’t believe it when we saw how many coins were there and all just a few inches below the surface.’
	Martin Elliot, 33, a welder from Seend, Wiltshire, who (10) ………….. (be) metal-detecting since his boyhood, said: ’It was a bit of beginner’s luck for Kevin really, but who cares? I think I’ll (11) ……………… (take) the family for a holiday in September and might buy a house, too. I keep on dreaming about that pile of coins. Excitement like that is the sort of thing money cannot buy. It is better than (12) ………………… (win) the lottery.’
		(In The Times, June 24, 2000)

Cousins To Collect £265,000 For Roman Coin Hoard
	Yesterday a farmer’s son found a hoard of Roman coins two minutes after (1) being shown how to work a metal detector. He was astonished to (2) discover that it was worth more than a quarter of a million pounds.
	It is the largest find of Roman coins in Britain, (3) dating from 32 BC, the time of emperor Mark Anthony, and AD 224, the reign of Emperor Severus Alexander. The first of some 9,213 silver denarii (Roman coins) (4) glistened in the soil as Kevin Elliot, 33, began scanning his father’s milk-producing farm at Shapwick, Somerset. A signal went off just after he (5) had been persuaded to have a go with a spare detector by his cousin, Martin.
	As the Elliots’ pockets began to overflow with coins they went (6) looking for buckets, eventually weighing the hoard on the bathroom scales. It was (7) declared treasure trove in Somerset last year and the finders can keep them. They will share the proceeds, estimated to be £265,000.
	Mr Elliot said he had no idea what he would do with his share, but members of his family (8) would benefit. He added: ’It was completely down to luck to be honest. I’ve been across that land hundreds of times without ever (9) knowing what was there. We couldn’t believe it when we saw how many coins were there and all just a few inches below the surface.’
	Martin Elliot, 33, a welder from Seend, Wiltshire, who (10) has been metal-detecting since his boyhood, said: ’It was a bit of beginner’s luck for Kevin really, but who cares? I think I’ll (11) take the family for a holiday in September and might buy a house, too. I keep on dreaming about that pile of coins. Excitement like that is the sort of thing money cannot buy. It is better than (12) winning the lottery.’
		(In The Times, June 24, 2000)
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https://ngl.cengage.com/assets/downloads/grex_pro0000000538/grex2_su8.pdf
What is a consumer society?
A consumer is a person who buys things, and a consumer society is a society that encourages people to buy and use goods. Some people think that a consumer society provides people with (1) ………… (good) lives. People in consumer societies tend to live more (2) …………………….. (comfortable). They eat a wider variety of food. They go to restaurants (3) …….. (much) often. They also buy a lot of products, maybe more than they need. Products such as TVs, cell phones, and computers used to be luxuries. Today people can buy these things (4) ……….. (much) easily than ever before. The market for these goods is growing (5) ………… (fast) all the time. Consumer societies encourage people to buy (6) ………. (big) and better products. For example, “smarter” phones come out every year. In a consumer society, people are often buying (7) ………. (new) and more advanced products. This creates a lot of waste. Nowadays, many people are thinking more (8) ……………. (serious) about the effects of consumer societies on the environment, and they are trying to become more responsible consumers.

https://ngl.cengage.com/assets/downloads/grex_pro0000000538/grex2_su8.pdf
What is a consumer society?
A consumer is a person who buys things, and a consumer society is a society that encourages people to buy and use goods. Some people think that a consumer society provides people with (1) better lives. People in consumer societies tend to live (2) more comfortably. They eat a wider variety of food. They go to restaurants (3) more often. They also buy a lot of products, maybe more than they need. Products such as TVs, cell phones, and computers used to be luxuries.2 Today people can buy these things (4) more easily than ever before. The market for these goods is growing (5) faster all the time. Consumer societies encourage people to buy (6) bigger and better products. For example, “smarter” phones come out every year. In a consumer society, people are often buying (7) newer and more advanced products. This creates a lot of waste. Nowadays, many people are thinking more (8) seriously about the effects of consumer societies on the environment, and they are trying to become more responsible consumers.
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Complete the conversation with comparative adjectives or adverbs. Add “than” where necessary.
Matt:   My phone is working (1………….. (bad) ever! And it’s (2) ……….. (old) all the other phones that I see in my workplace. I want a (3) …………. (modern) phone.
Lara:   Take a look at my phone. It was (4) ………… (cheap) my last phone, and I’m much (5) ………(happy) with it. When I’m travelling, I listen to music (6) ………..  (often) I do when I’m at home, so I wanted a phone with a (7) …………. (big) memory card.
Matt:   Wow, it’s much (8) ………. (nice) mine! The screen is a lot (9) ………. (large), too. 
Lara:   Yeah, you need a big screen, because you watch videos on your phone (10) ……………..  (frequently) I do.

Complete the conversation with comparative adjectives or adverbs. Add “than” where necessary.
Matt:   My phone is working (1) worse than ever! And it’s (2) older than all the other phones I see in my workplace. I want a (3) modern phone / a more modern phone.
Lara:   Take a look at my phone. It was (4) cheaper than my last phone, and I’m much (5) happier with it. When I’m travelling, I listen to music (6) as often as I do when I’m at home, so I wanted a phone with a (7) big / bigger memory card.
Matt:   Wow, it’s much (8) nicer than mine! The screen is a lot (9) larger, too. 
Lara:   Yeah, you need a big screen, because you watch videos on your phone (10) more frequently than I do.
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http://www.esl-lounge.com/student/grammar/3g33-comparative-superlative-prague.php
Prague is one of the (1) ……… (popular) tourist destinations in Europe. After all the political changes of the early 1990's, the capital of the Czech Republic began to take advantage of its beautiful cultural and architectural heritage to attract (2) …….. (much) tourists than ever before.
Prague is a (3) ………. (small) city than many people imagine and it is (4) really …….. (easy) to move around this wonderful city on foot. Public transport is (5) …… (cheap) in Prague than in (6) …… (much) other European cities but it is often (7) …… (good) to walk, enabling you to appreciate marvellous buildings you might have missed if you had been sitting on a bus or a tram. (8) ….. (little – few) people leave the city of Prague without commenting on the superb food and drink available here. Eating out here is a little (9)….. (cheap) than it used to be but you can still have a three course meal for around $15 without any problems.
http://www.esl-lounge.com/student/grammar/3g33-comparative-superlative-prague.php
Prague is one of the (1) most popular tourist destinations in Europe. After all the political changes of the early 1990's, the capital of the Czech Republic began to take advantage of its beautiful cultural and architectural heritage to attract (2) more tourists than ever before.
Prague is a (3) smaller city than many people imagine and it is (4) really easy to move around this wonderful city on foot. Public transport is (5) cheaper in Prague than in (6) most other European cities but it is often (7) better to walk, enabling you to appreciate marvellous buildings you might have missed if you had been sitting on a bus or a tram. (8) few people leave the city of Prague without commenting on the superb food and drink available here. Eating out here is a little (9) cheaper than it used to be but you can still have a three course meal for around $15 without any problems.




