BUSINESS AND THE ENVIRONMENT

          Nowadays the rapidly growing economies and industries of the world have a more and more harmful effect on the natural environment. Environmental protection has more importance today than ever before. In the past few centuries there was a great deal of technological, economic and social progress which together caused irreversible damage to the environment such as the depletion of the ozone layer, the greenhouse effect and deforestation in different parts of the world. 

          Sustainable development describes a kind of ’environmentally-friendly’ economic development that can be continued indefinitely, because it means the exploitation of renewable natural resources instead of non-renewable energy resources. Businesses should be committed to environmental restoration and set green-marketing strategies. They ought to choose environmentally preferable methods of resource extraction, use alternative energy and water, engage in social activism and environmental education to help raise community awareness of environmentalism against the following problems: 

          The most well-known pollutions are air, water and soil pollution which can cause very serious damages to human health. The dangers of air pollution were not fully realised until it was diagnosed as the main cause of many respiratory diseases and the deadly smog in metropolises kill lots of people. While motor vehicles continue to be a major source of air pollution, acid rain refers to as another type of jeopardy. Environmentalists are worried about contaminants, particularly fertilisers, pesticides, and other chemicals that infiltrate plant and animal foods with chemicals. Food and drug contamination originate from components of the manufacturing process, such as colouring, flavouring, or chemicals used to enhance the appearance. These chemicals rise high into the air and are carried by winds. Where there is wet weather, the acids become part of the rain. Lakes and rivers have been affected by acid rain. It is associated with breathing problems, particularly asthma. People may drink polluted water which also causes severe diseases. 

       Global warming is the term for the steady rise in global temperatures. Environmentalists state that as a consequence of the Earth’s temperature rising, draughts strike in more and more countries where poverty is growing, governments are getting in debt, and starvation can occur, so in the end the economy of these countries can collapse.

       The main human causes of the build-up of greenhouse gases are the burning of coal and fuel by power stations in rich countries and the burning of forests in poor countries. Methane gas is another big contributor to global warming. It does not stay in the atmosphere as long as carbon dioxide but it has a much greater warming effect. The main source of methane is agriculture. Many scientists agree that one consequence of the warming will be a gradual increase in sea level, which by the turn of the next century may threaten parts of some island and coastal nations. Other consequences are not nearly as certain. Some experts suggest that there will be increasingly violent weather patterns. 

          Human activity in the environment is also detrimental for the economy. The most urgent and essential of these is probably the question of renewable and non-renewable energy resources. Non-renewable energy resources are those whose supplies are limited, for example fossil fuels. Fossil fuels are oil, coal and natural gas. The problem with them is that they are non-renewable energy resources, therefore their supplies are limited. The quantity of fossil fuels is quickly decreasing. According to forecasts the Earth will run out of oil within 50 or years or even less. If that happens before scientists could develop new and effective technologies which do not need fossil fuels to work, the whole industry and transport of the world would collapse. Another problem is that they produce carbon dioxide, the most important greenhouse gas, when they burn. 
Alternative energy resources involve solar energy, wind power, hydro power and geothermal energy. All of them are renewable. The only problem with solar energy is that it is hard to collect and concentrate in large amounts. Wind power has been used for centuries in the form of windmill. And hydro power provides more than a fifth of all the world’s electricity. Although new biotechnologies are under development, their proportion is very low.

           Governments should also limit the emission of toxic substances (sulphur dioxide, carbon dioxide and the oxides of nitrogen). Such measures have already been taken worldwide so licences are sold to companies who emit gases, which limit the maximum quantity of gases produced by these companies. 
         Forests have invaluable functions. They control water-flow and climate, produce oxygen, and store valuable genetic resources. Tropical forests are being cut down in unprecedented rate, they are also in danger of acid rain, air pollution, and climatic stress. The rate of destruction is occurring more rapidly in the poorest countries where people gain timber for export, create land for farming or simply because they need firewood. 
         The major reason of plants and animals being in danger of extinction is the increasing population – especially in the developing world. The natural habitat of plants and animals is taken over by man. A lot of animals are hunted for their skin, food or horn. A lot of different chemicals are used day by day to which animals and plants can be sensitive. Changes in the climate can affect all the living creatures on the planet. 

        The environmental awareness of the past three decades has promoted far better management of solid and liquid wastes. In many countries it is prescribed by law to protect human health and the environment from the potential hazards of waste disposal, to conserve energy and natural resources, to reduce the amount of waste generated. Another major development in waste management has been the emergence of recycling, which has received wide public participation. As a result of recycling, the net solid waste disposals have declined despite the growth in the economy and population. The term of recycling refers to the process of minimising waste generation by recovering and reprocessing usable products that might otherwise become waste. 

        The resolution of environmental problems involves a careful balancing of competing interest and values. Some environmental activists oppose many aspects of further human economic development because of threats to the remainder of the ecosystem. Environmental issues present special difficulties for developing controls being adopted by developed countries. 

1) Companies have to maintain sustainable development

· Relationship between the companies and the environment

· Environmental friendly / green development

· Includes the preferable use of renewable energy resources

2) Global warming:

· Average temperature of the atmosphere is continuously increasing

· Process of Global Warming:

· Incoming radiation from the Sun reaches the surface of the Earth

· Some part is trapped (absorbed)

· The rest is reflected back to the atmosphere and absorbed by the CO2 in the atmosphere. This keeps the average temperature at a normal level

· If the amount of CO2 goes up, the temperature will go up as well

· THIS leads to Global Warming

· How to avoid GW:

· 1997 Kyoto Conference: members agreed on reducing the amount of CO2 emitted to the air

3) The Ozone (O3) layer depletion

· O3: triatomic allothrope of oxygen

· Source of CFCs (chlorofluorocarbon):

· Deodorants

· Refrigerators

· Air conditioners

· Plastic products

· Effects of O3 depletion:

· Increase of UVB radiation

·         Skin cancer, melanoma

