
Blog, online comment, post on a forum

An internet forum is also known as a message board or bulletin board. It’s an online discussion site where people who share a common interest can hold a conversation, exchange views and ideas, make suggestions and give advice. Writers may choose to include things like a greeting, introductory sentence and signing off, or they may go straight to the point. The comment can give the writer’s thoughts, arguments for or against the main statement or viewpoint of the source text, or on remarks made by other commentators.
It is originally a text-type we all produce on a regular basis mostly in social media platforms in only some sentences. If the writing of online comments happens to be an exam task, it cannot be a one-sentence reaction, remark or outburst. Rather, a 3-5-paragraph long, logically structured, informal text, which comments strictly on the specific topic of the post or article, using the right vocabulary. 
Opening sentences: This is normally a statement in one or two sentences. The candidate has to make a reference to the source text and then present an overall position about the topic briefly. 
Body or explanatory part: The candidate has to go into details and elaborate on the given topic including key words for the topics and taking care of the cohesion of the text. Linking words are expected to use. In the body the candidate has to present pro and con arguments, points, issues, opinions one after the other, preferably connecting them logically and effectively.
Closing statements: The loose, informal nature of the online comment may not require a closing statement at all. But plenty of commentators who take their remarks seriously and want to read meaningful comments in response to their own may write a closing remark, referring back to their overall point, argument and even to the source text, post as well.
The style is informal and chatty and contractions can be used. Views and arguments are directly ‘spoken’ to the other readers and commenters. 
DOs • Make clear your overall point in the first statements probably in one sentence or maximum two. • Give evidence or examples rather than just your opinion. • Write a concluding paragraph, probably one sentence, at maximum two. • Plan your answer before starting to write. • Use meaningful linking words and phrases to establish cohesion in your comment. • Use formal topic-related vocabulary, but feel free to use contracted forms (e.g. can’t, won’t). 
DON’Ts • Don’t tell the author of the post to correct his/her text or to write a new one. • Don’t be rude or insulting, but be direct. • Don’t use slang. • Don’t address your comment to anyone only if it’s reasonable (e.g. Dear Sir or Dear Readers). • Don’t sign your name at the bottom. Use a nickname or user name instead.

Sample 1 – Level B2
TASK - While browsing the internet, you have found an English forum where several people share their opinions about living in the countryside. You would like to take part in the discussion too. Give your opinion in about 120-140 words writing about the:  • reasons, • costs, • disadvantages, • children
KEY – We moved to the countryside 5 years ago. There are several reasons why we chose this new lifestyle. The air is cleaner, you know your neighbours and generally the life is a lot cheaper. We were really fed up with the busy and stressful city life.
However, there are some disadvantages. It’s difficult to find a well-paid, decent job and for the kids it’s hard to find a school where they can learn their favourite subjects at a high level. But we managed to do so, and despite not earning as much as in the capital and having to pay private teachers for our children, we can spend more quality free time together.
The children are happy here too. They have a dog with whom they can play in our huge garden and they socialize with other dog-owners in the park.                                                                                               141 words

Sample 2 – Level C1
TASK – Read the post below which appeared on an internet forum for vegetarians. What advice would you give to Luke in relation to • his feelings, • the difficulties in being a vegetarian, • changing lifestyle?
LUKE: I’ve been thinking of becoming a vegetarian for a while but I’m worried that I won’t have enough energy or strength to continue training to become a fireman, which is a physically very demanding course. Currently I eat a hearty breakfast with bacon, eggs, butter, jam and tea most mornings. For lunch I eat a huge ham sandwich or meat with potatoes. My dinner is usually chicken with rice and salad. 
The reason I’m thinking of becoming a vegetarian is because my flatmate has health problems and as we eat together, I thought I would also stop eating meat to keep him company.
Because of my training to be a fireman requires stamina, I’m worried that I won’t be able to keep up with the demands of the course. Does anyone know how a vegetarian diet affects the energy level and strength? Any advice would be much appreciated! (Give your opinion in about 200 – 250 words)

KEY -  Hi Luke, I read your post and thought I could share my own experience of becoming a vegetarian. I had the same concerns when I stopped eating meat 7 years ago. I just had to plan more carefully what to eat so that I could get all the necessary nutrients. I actually have had more energy since I turned into a vegetarian. The only thing I’m not sure about is whether your strength will be affected. 
If you eat a balanced, varied vegetarian diet, you won’t suffer from a loss of energy. In fact, I remember before becoming a vegetarian, my energy always dropped after eating a huge meaty meal. If you’re worried about getting all the nutrients you need, it’s not a problem; you can check it with a dietician. To get enough calcium, so your teeth and bones wouldn’t weaken, drink milk and eat dairy products such as yoghurt, goat cheese and butter. For iron and protein, lentils are perfect sources. If you want to be a vegan, you can replace dairy with soya goods and dark green vegetables like broccoli and green beans and you should also add plenty of nuts and seeds to your diet.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hope this helps! I’d say give it a try, include as much variety in your diet as you can and get creative with your cooking. I’ve discovered so many great vegetarian meals that I don’t ever miss meat. Do for it 
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