Exam topic 6 – Spare time activities, hobbies

At weekends people have more time on themselves. They usually relax at home or pursue some hobbies outside. As for me, I’m fond of watching films in original or with English subtitles, and listening to music also makes my day. When I was a child I used to draw a lot. Nowadays, I go on trips to the nature with my family or I go for long walks with my pet in my leisure time. My neighbours keep cats, hamsters, guinea-pigs and have a big tank with fish in their home so they are really busy taking care of animals. In big cities there are many entertainment facilities, that is, you have a rich choice of museums, exhibitions where you can see paintings, graphics, water-colours and sculptures. If you want to dine out there is a wide array of restaurants, pubs, night clubs which you can choose from.  

If you are a stay-at-home type girl, you can pursue knitting, sewing, however, boys can take up do-it-yourself. Most hobbies are unisex for example: collecting stamps, napkins, coins, buttons, painting, writing poetry, modelling, playing card games, chess, taking photos or learning languages. Although, both cooking and baking cakes are not my line, I seldom enjoy these activities with my friends or family members.
English people are into keeping pets, however, if they can’t afford to keep a pet, they go bird-watching instead. Gardening, mountain climbing, fishing and hunting are also common British hobbies and their popular outdoor games are football, golf and cricket. 

Theatre
I’m not much of a theatre goer but the play I last saw was a great one as it was a splendid adaptation of two famous lady’s life called Marlene Dietrich and Edit Piaf. The plot of the play was really gripping and rich in surprising twists and turns. It held the attention of the audience from the beginning to the end. When I go to the theatre I normally sit in the stalls, which are the seats on the ground floor. As you enter the theatre there is usually a big foyer, where people can meet before the performance. The two main parts of a theatre are the stage and the auditorium. A curtain, when lowered, covers the stage and during the performance footlights illuminate the stage. You can leaf the programme booklet from which you learn about the cast, the director, about the plot of the play and perhaps the programme of the theatre for that season. A play usually consists of at least two acts with an interval in between them. During the interval you can go to the refreshment room where you can discuss the play over a nice drink. At the end of the play the curtain falls and the lights go up and the audience usually applauds for quite a long time. 
Concert
Pop concerts are really my cup of tea and I consider myself to be an ardent fan. In my summer holiday I and my friends went to a 2-day concert to the Sweden to enjoy Nordic pop music performed by well-known Swedish bands. NEWKID consists of rising stars as they are young, ambitious and very talented musicians with a fine technique. They played songs from their  debut album released earlier in 2020.
