
Housing (2)

Living in the countryside has many advantages. First of all, you are in touch with the land, the forest, you feel the rhythm of nature and you can breathe fresh air while walking or cycling. Secondly, the country is safe so you don’t have to lock your car or your front door. Parents don’t have to worry about unpleasant influences that children might be exposed to. There are fewer accidents and the crime rate is low. People are on friendly terms with one another, people are well-balanced, friendly, helpful and there is a strong sense of community among them. Country people enjoy their own garden with their home-grown fruit and vegetables. Generally, the cost of living is a lot lower. 
However, a big city provides a wide range of job opportunities in the field of trade, banking, marketing, tourism, education, ICT or health-care. Life is never boring in a big city. Public transportation is another benefit that makes owning a car in a big city unnecessary. While some options can be costly, visiting historic sites, walking in the city parks or strolling in the city centre’s pedestrian precinct is free of charge. Urban centres hold a multitude of opportunities for having fun and sports advantages of big cities are endless as well. You can go to a swimming pool, an athletics stadium, a football pitch, a basketball court, a handball court, a tennis court, a skating rink or bike routes around the town. Meeting people is an effortless task in a big city. A social lifestyle in an urban area expands your horizons and makes your interactions more meaningful. When it comes to healthcare, you have many options to get the treatment you need. 
However, big cities have loads of problems. Vehicles and factories emit poisonous gases so the main problem is air pollution. Consequently, town people often suffer from respiratory diseases, and they are not as healthy as country people. As the number of dwellers in big towns is on continual increase, there is always a shortage of housing. Supreme problems of a town nowadays are the increasing rate of unemployment, the growing number of homeless people and the presence of criminals, thieves, drug dealers, beggars and pickpockets which often scares visitors away. 
Problems have to be solved by the local councils. They should invest in a greener infrastructure; they should create new parks and gardens. The crime rate should be lowered by having a stronger police force and more surveillance cameras should be installed in busy squares and subways. New jobs should be created to provide people with the opportunity to earn their living. The problem of housing may be solved by giving more financial help (subsidised loans, low interest-rate mortgages) to young people to create their own homes.
[bookmark: _GoBack]An ideal eco-friendly, modern home can be either in a metropolis or in the countryside. Its design, construction and furnishing is a combination of traditional and contemporary styles and materials. High efficiency solar panels generate the electricity and batteries store the power. The windows are triple-glazed, the walls are highly insulated and covered with natural brick. The kitchen is full of stainless steel appliances and a stone fireplace decorates the living room. A home movie theatre is a must, and so is the gym and the indoor swimming pool. It is also nice if the house face the sea or a mountain. 
